THE FAMILY COUNCIL

among which were the Schoudler bank, the Echo, and the Lieufort
steelworks, he always avoided going to law and had made a speciality
of compromise and arbitration. When listening to his clients he had a
peculiar gesture of his own which consisted in placing his thumbs on
his lips and interlacing his other fingers so as to make a sort of cheval-
de-frise in front of his face.

"Well, what has brought you here, my dear fellow?" he asked.

Schoudler was breathing heavily. He was suddenly assailed by a
feeling of apprehension. Would the magnificent plan he had conceived
be wiped out by the lawyer's answer?

"Can a guardian/' he said at last, "acting as such, demand a legal
trustee to deal with the affairs of a relation of his ward?"

"Ah, that's a question in civil law. I imagine this concerns you in
your capacity as guardian to your grandchildren?"

"Yes/3 said Schoudler.

"Well, let's get this quite clear," the lawyer went on, crossing and
recrossing his fingers. "You want to know whether you, as guardian,
can demand the appointment of a legal trustee,. . On the face of
it, yes! Let's see: a legal trustee is to all intents and purposes an
interdiction on a person managing his own affairs, and the guardian
is normally competent. .. But let's make sure . .."

The lawyer turned, searched among his collection of Dalloz law books
that filled one of the lower shelves of the bookcase behind him, selected
a volume and rapidly turned the pages.

"Here it is," he said.  " Legal trustee...  Interdict... This is it."

He took a magnifying glass and focussing it read: "An interdiction
can be applied for in the name of a relation who is a minor by his legal
representative. There has even been," he added, "a judgment to this
effect given in the Douai Court of Appeal in 1848. Moreover, I see
here that the nomination of a trustee can be demanded by every-
one who has the right to apply for an interdiction. In those circum-
stances you can most certainly do it. There is no legal objection, my
dear friend."

Schoudler rose from his chair and rubbed his thick hands together.

"That's good news, Rosenberg," he said. "And what are the exact
grounds to put forward?"

" Oh, the grounds vary. In general it's extravagance. You've obviously
got to do with a spendthrift, haven't you? Yes. But take care. I re-
member having a matter involving a legal trustee to deal with a few
years ago. You must be able to prove that the spendthrift, by his waste-
fulness, is placing his whole fortune in danger."

"That's to say that a man who speculates on the Bourse like a mad-
man ..."

"Oh, no, that won't do," the lawyer cried. "Don't put that in evi-
dence; you'd be non-suited. Losses due to speculation on the Bourse
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